
 
 

Possible reopening of school to more pupils in June. 
 

We are sure that you have seen the news that we may be able, from the week commencing 1                   
June, to welcome back more children to school. The Government is clear that in order for schools                 
to extend their opening for key year groups, there are five steps which need to be met.  

1. Protect the NHS’s ability to cope. 
2. See a sustained and consistent fall in the daily death rates from COVID-19. 
3. Reliable data from SAGE showing that the rate of infection is decreasing to             

manageable levels. 
4. Be confident that the range of operational challenges, including testing capacity           

and PPE, are in hand. 
5. Be confident that any adjustments to the current measures will not risk a second              

peak of infections. 

We are being asked to plan on this basis, ahead of confirmation that these tests are met. 

However, while we are really looking forward to seeing the children again if the five steps are met,                  
and everyone agrees that it is safe for the key groups of children to return, we are mindful of our                    
own duty of care. We have all got to feel confident and secure that the plan we put in place                    
for the extended opening of Elmhurst will keep all the children, adults and wider families as                
safe as possible. 

We have been working through the government guidelines to ensure the return is as safe as can                 
be and minimises risks as far as reasonably practicable. 

Although the expectation from the Department for Education is that class sizes can be 15 children                
per class and all yr6 children should return together, we will not be following their guidance in                 
respect of class size and will be limiting our class size to 8 children. We will also be initially running                    
a rota system rather than all of year 6 being in school together. The Government has been clear                  
that its guidance is there to guide and advise and that schools should implement what they feel is                  
right for their school and community. 
 
We feel it is better to start gently, build confidence and security with children and parents and                 
extend when it is right to do so.  
 
We will, therefore, be operating a rota system, with each child in year 6 attending school for                 
one day a week in the first instance. Each child will be in a group of 8 (in order to allow for                      
social distancing) with their class teacher, in their own classroom. We will review this after               
two weeks and look at extending provision further.  
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There are many reasons why we feel a rota system is important. Our key reasons are set out                  
below:  
 

1. The children will be able to spend their last few weeks at Elmhurst with their own teacher in                  
their own classroom. If we follow the Government guidance, the children will need to be               
split into different groups around the school working with a teacher who may be unfamiliar               
to them. With everything the children have experienced over the last seven weeks, we feel               
it is vital for them to finish Elmhurst with their teacher.  
 

2. The rota system will allow for the class teacher to be in school for three days a week, still                   
allowing time for the current online learning, for those children who will stay home, to               
continue on the other two days. This will also help to support the workload and work-life                
balance of the school staff as well - many of whom are also balancing their own family                 
circumstances with their school work. 
 

3. Even though the Government has stated that they recognise it is challenging to promote              
social distancing with primary school children, this is a real health concern. Keeping the              
distancing message consistent both inside and outside of the school environment is            
important, we feel.  

 
 

4. With smaller groups of children (as opposed to the maximum of 15 set by the Government)                
in their own classroom and with their own class teacher, we feel we will be better placed to                  
support their mental health and well-being needs. The children will need time to reflect on               
their experiences, to talk to each other about what has happened and how they have               
experienced it. They will need time to feel confident being around people again. For many               
of our children, the last weeks have been spent in isolation with adults. They will need to                 
re-learn how to be around each other again whilst maintaining safe social distancing. When              
they are feeling more confident, we can progress with their learning in small targeted              
teaching groups where we can more easily assess where pupils are in their learning and               
identify any additional support needed to help with transition. 

 
5. With smaller groups of children we will be able to mitigate and manage risks more effectively so                                 

that we can ensure, so far as is reasonably practicable, the safety, health and welfare of pupils,                                 
staff and the wider Elmhurst community. 

 
 
More detailed guidance on how this will look in school will follow as soon as possible. 

 
 
 
Signed:  
 

 

2 


