
A Biography about Charles Darwin 
 
Introduction 
In a mansion in Shrewsbury, England, 211 years ago,  an event was about to take place 

which would change the history of the world, it was the birthdate of the  famous 
naturalist, author and scientist Charles Darwin.  
He lived from 1802 until 1882 and had an extraordinary passion for 
discovery and the evolution of the natural world and eventually was to 
write one of the most renowned and groundbreaking  theories on 
evolution ever written, The Origin of The Species.  
 
Early Life 
 Charles Darwin's mother, Sukey Wedgewood inherited her mother and 
fathers pottery business, which had made her very wealthy. Charles' 
father Robert Darwin, was a doctor and wanted Charles to be a doctor 
when he was older. Unfortunately, Sukey Wedgewood died while 
Charles was at a young age. He had 6 siblings, his sisters taught him at 
home before he went to school. His older brother Ras, was his playmate 
and they did experiments like growing crystals.  
 
Charles went to boarding school at the age of 9, he disliked school and 
would rather be outside studying nature and collecting things. Charles 
considered greek and latin, boring subjects. He left school at 16 because 
he begged his dad not to stay there,  instead he worked with his dad, 
carrying out doctor duties, It's what his dad wanted him to do.  
 
Charles went to Edinburgh uni to be a doctor but switched to theology at 
Cambridge university. He left Cambridge in 1828. 
Charles would love to travel all over the world, he went exploring in 
Wales, where he collected rocks and fossils from the natural world. 
When he got home he was amazed  to see a letter from Captain Robert 
FitzRoy  saying he was looking for a crewmate who wanted to travel the 
world. He was ecstatic and  he instantly took the job.  
 
Voyages 



He set sail on the HMS Beagle on the 27 of December 1831.The trip 
took 5 years but he finally got to South America. 
  
Charles wanted desperately to observe and record his findings of the 
natural world. He hired knowledgeable guides for advice and horses for 
carrying equipment. He filled many notebooks with detailed descriptions 
of plants , animals and people. 
 
On the return journey to England, food on board the ship was getting 
scarce and Charles was for forced to eat the animals and also to see 
what they tasted like. He also shot some of the animals, as they did in 
those days, to see what they looked like up close. He documented 
everything he saw on the way back from America, then they found the 
Galapagos islands. The galapagos at first looked quite unpleasant and 
uninteresting with jagged black rocks and black beaches. But when he 
got onto ,he found allsorts of animals like: penguins, giant tortoises and 
also lizards and as usual he ate some of it! 
  
 
They stayed there for 5 weeks and observed and recorded many new 
species.  
 
He read lots of books in particular Thamus Matlthus book about 
population, Which inspired Charles to develop his theory that all living 
things are connected, And descended from one another. In 1839 one of 
the best selling travel books of all time was written by charles darwin it 
was known as the voyage of the Beagle, the 1845 version of the book 
hinted at natural selection and the theory of evolution. He later wrote 
many papers and books in particular, “The Origin Of The Species”.  
 
Conclusion 
Charles Darwin was a determined and amazing scientist. His work was 
pioneering and his findings changed the world as we know 
 


