~ A Guide to Reading at




Reading at home

This is the scheme we use to ensure your child has a secure and fluent knowledge of phonics.

Your child's Redd, Write Inc reading book is designed to encourage fluency and confidence with
the sounds that they know. You will keep the same book to read at least three times and each
time focus on something slightly different. As your child gets to know the text really well, also

encourage use of a storytelling voice!
You may feel that your child is able to access these books very easily. This is the point! It is

about confidence, speed and understanding. A child that is struggling to sound out words will not
be able to retain meaning from what they have read. Also, remember that when we as adults sit
down to read for pleasure we are not likely to choose something that is so difficult we have to

sound out every other word!

Day 1. Read the words at the start of the story. Look through the vocabulary check together
and talk about the meanings of these words. This is really important for vocabulary

development. Read the story.

Day 2. Read the story a second time. Encourage a storytelling voice - read with expression. Then
have a go at the questions to read and answer. Get your child to read the sentence and choose

the correct ending.

Day 3. Read the story a third time. Encourage expression and fluency. Then have a go at using
the picture prompts to retell the story in your own words. Finally, look at the questions to chat

about on the last page.

Your child may bring home a book banded book (above gold/white level). These books will not be
100% phonically decodable and therefore will need to be read alongside your child. When your
child comes across an unfamiliar word, er;courage them to say the sounds and then blend
together.

Your child may bring home a book they have read together in class. Encourage your child to tell
you the story out loud. Ask them questions about things that happen or what they think about
some of the characters in the story.

Your child may bring home a library book. This will be something they themselves have chosen to
read which is an important part of reading for pleasure. We want them, therefore, to choose
books they will be successful with! Read this with your child to check for fluency and
understanding. At all times, if you are worried about the book your child has brought home

please speak to your class teacher
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1. Encourage your child to read

Reading helps your child's wellbeing, develops imagination and has educational benefits too. Just

a few minutes a day can have a big impact on children of all ages.

2. Read aloud regularly

Try to read to your child every day. It's a special time to snuggle up and enjoy a story. Stories

matter and children love re-reading them and poring over the pictures. Try adding funny voices

to bring characters to life.

3. Encourage reading choice

Give children lots of opportunities to read different things in their own time - it doesn't just
have to be books. There's fiction, non-fiction, poetry, comics, magazines, recipes and much more.

Try leaving interesting reading material in different places around the home and see who picks

it up.
4. Read together

Choose a favourite time to read together as a family and enjoy it. This might be everyone
reading the same book together, reading different things at the same time, or getting your

children to read to each other. This time spent reading together can be relaxing for all.

5. Create a comfortable environment

Make a calm, comfortable place for your family to relax and read independently - or together.

6. Make use of your local library

Libraries in England are able to open from 4 July, so visit them when you're able to and explore

all sorts of reading ideas. Local libraries also of fer brilliant online materials, including



audiobooks and ebooks to borrow. See Libraries Connected for more digital library services and

resources.

7. Talk about books

This is a great way to make connections, develop understanding and make reading even more
enjoyable. Start by discussing the front cover and talking about what it reveals and suggests
the book could be about. Then talk about what you've been reading and share ideas. You could
discuss something that happened that surprised you, or something new that you found out. You
could talk about how the book makes you feel and whether it reminds you of anything.

8. Bring reading to life

You could try cooking a recipe you've read together. Would you recommend it to a friend?

Alternatively, play a game where you pretend to be the characters in a book, or discuss an

interesting article you've read.

9. Make reading active

Play games that involve making connections between pictures, objects and words, such as reading
about an object and finding similar things in your home. You could organise treasure hunts

related to what you're reading. Try creating your child's very own book by using photos from

your day and adding captions.
10. Engage your child in reading in a way that suits them

You know your child best and you'll know the best times for your child to read. If they have
special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) then short, creative activities may be the way
to get them most interested. If English is an additional language, encourage reading in a child's
first language, as well as in English. What matters most is that they enjoy it.
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ﬁBook Chat

Developing a Love of Reading

| Oh no, | hope l|
B3 wonde.r | she’s not | | lwonder
what’s going s0ing to.. I \fvhy he
L to happen? RS / /| did that?
e ——
| think \ We love
he’s sausages too,
feeling... don’t we!
That Ahh, that
reminds me word |
of when... means... |

What can we

see there? That looks like

| our park, but...

Book Chat encourages readers. Open questions, comments and prompts get the
Book Chat going. Invite your child to make connections and share views.
Join in with your thoughts too!

Book Chat develops language, comprehension and pieasure.

& Chy
Judith Kerr

. WA

For more information visit:

bit.ly/RfPHome

The Open
University



i ~ Guide to Book Chat

Research indicates that parents who regularly read with their children at home lay solid foundations
for language and literacy development. It's a precious time for you both to relax, share your thoughts and
feelings, have fun and chat together. Whilst sharing books, your child has your undivided attention,
and the conversation, connection and enjoyment they experience is invaluable.

To promote children’s pleasure in reading and foster the habit, we need to read te children and with them and
to talk to them about books. These conversations are crucial as they help children to engage and think deeply.

There are several ways to prompt book chat, these are our Top Tips.

Observe and respond: Pay attention to what captures your child’s attention and
build on their interests, for example, ‘Oh, you've spotted the...!".

Leave pauses: So they can look closely and think, this will lead to comments on the
pictures or questions. Respond to their lead and let the book chat flow.

Watch and listen
. carefully to follow
their interests

r . Pose questions: Open questions encourage thinking and discussion, such as, ‘How
\ _ do you think the boy is feeling?. Try to avoid closed questions, such as ‘What colour is

|' ';:vlrc:e your that?’; these have a single answer and don’t keep the conversation going.
N . Hd to get Draw attention to illustrations: Encourage your child to notice details in the
| involved pictures and think what they might mean, for example, ‘Look! What’s that hiding,

what do you think it might be?.

Ponder and wonder: Encourage your child to think about what might happen, using
phrases such as, ‘I wonder iff whether /who! why/ what ...

Make personal connections: Picture storybooks not only allow children to
empathise with the experiences of fictional characters but enable them to make
sense of events in their own lives. Talk about connections, for example, ‘That reminds

Wonder
and connect
to your lives

me of when...".

)
Share your Comment on your feelings: By sharing your emotional response to a character or
emotional something that’s happened you encourage your child to do the same, helping them
responses! engage and learn to express their emotions.
Keep N mer combined pleasure cour?ts: Bring tF.\e story. t9 life with fac‘ial expression,
. actions and sounds, encouraging your child to join in! Do offer information to help
I'ght and with unfamiliar words, such as ‘That’s the hencoop, it’s where the hens live’, but keep
4 enjoyab|e! the focus on fun.

Book chat develops language, comprehension and pleasure

The Open
University



